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* [DOS REVIEWED 18-Mar-2011: NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSIFICATION]

REFER TO DOY

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 18, 1973

Henry --

Here is the cable Schlesinger wants to
send to Leber. It looks okay to me
with the addition of subparagraph 2 (c¢) proposed |
by Aaron.

1f you don't like it, we can just send the
acknowledging cable at Tab B.

Brent

f' P
C// Okay with paragraph 2(c) added %

Okay as is (Tab A) U@W

Send Tab B acknowledgment

0SD REVIEWED 15 Mar 2011: NO OBJECTION TO DECLASSEFICATION.
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| MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

CONFIDENTIAIL June 18, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR

FROM: David Aaro%

SUBJECT: Schlesmger Reply to Request From
Def Min Leber on U,S. Defense Pollcy

Minister Leber goes before the Bundestag tomorrow and expects.
questions' on Schlesinger's DPC speech and on Getler article in
Washington Post, June 7 (which reported that U.S. studies show
NATO has "more than enough' conventional defense to stop Soviet
attack). ILeber asked Amb Hillenbrand if U.S. could provide him
with clarification of relationship between Getler article and
Schlesinger speech as well as any other information that would be
helpful in answering Bundestag's questions.

Attached is response Schlesinger would like to send in Defense g
channels (Tab A). I see no real problem with it.

However, I think it misses one.important point (drawn from inter-
agency cable which was under preparation) which could be inserted
in para 2 as (c¢): :

"Allied support for a strong conventional option is important in

light of the strategic balance between east and west and to enable

us to justify maintenance of a strong conventional U.S. posture
inEurope. Some of our strongest Congressional criticism comes
from those who claim NATO is only capable and willing to support

a nuclear tripwire and that the current level of U. S, forces in Euro;;:e
is far above what is required for a tripwire. ! - .

If Schlesinger memo cleared, Robert Murray (tel 528-6970) should

be notified with whatever changes we propose. Alternatively, we could
send short cable attached at Tab B. In this case, Mr. Romine (363-9389)
should be notified. : - '

CONFIDENTIAL
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1. You should tell Minister Leber that Getler article in Washington

Pozt is en unfortunste lesk of incomplete anslysis {see fapTel) and it

dnes not rpt not presage any change in American coumitment to the ‘ ,
allignce, The. Awsrican views are wedl-known and long sbanding, sand the
President's support for the Allisnce snd Allisnce forces rave been made " _ G '
gbundently end repeatedly clear. | | -
2. S_ecre‘bary—desj.g;nate Scnlesinger, &5 & closé readlng of his DPC
sx‘:e.temant Wi‘ll ixopemlly weke clear, stressed that {a) NATO had the

SUBSTrRAYTLAL : gi

essentla.l ingredients for = owwi-aiachery joonvent onal defeunse vis-a.—-vis

.

-ﬁ-—?ﬂ - ]

_ the Warsaw Pact provided NATO conventional forces were strengthened ;

ey

~gnd inproved In the directions the Alliance was now proceeding; and , ;.

(1) that this conventional capability was more, nob less, important
in this period of approximste nuclear perity. Becretary 5ch1esinsef
intends te review this matter closely with the Allies, snd intends to

invite Minister J:_:éber to Washington soon where this toplc will be an

n e et B L e e 1 e

. 1
SIS

et e e

(TR

iwmportent pert of the agenda. ’ -%:»—
3. TYou should also tell Leber, however, tha’c.'Senaté concery e.‘bout fhe ’;: ..-._,
efosién of the dollsr, and about the inadequacy of Alliance sharing gj’ JL{:
of the burden, is intense, end that it' is ebsolutely essential that ‘%:flﬂ
: th'e Allies be seen to be doing more to eppreclate this point., This KETZ
T

No Ob}ection To Declassification in Full 2012/02/13 - LOC-HAK-35-3-6-3



~isgue was ralsed immedlately é.t the beginning of the coni‘_i‘rmatirm ,‘
‘hesrings of Secretary qchletsinger before the Semate Armed oemces
Comnittee, where M. Schlesmger, 'by his stron@, support of the present '
U.8. force levels in Europa, was accused of I’lﬁ’,ldltj. - - ISR
N You should slso tell Leber that initisl wirg ser'n.ce reports of (\l”ﬂ

that conments on the Schlesinger testimony must aweit a revi,ew_of the

, -

text. {(We will telegreph text of relevant testlmony on lQ_Jura‘é-).‘

.
B
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CONFIDENTIAL

DRAFT CALGLE
REE: Bonn 8622

SUBJECT: Leber Request Re Schelsinger Speech Getler Article

1. We will be following up on Schlesinger DPC speech

and Getler article.

2. In meantime, you can tell Leber that Schlesinger speech is not

based on studies cited in Getler article in Washington Post June 7.

A

CONFIDENTIATL
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SCHLESINGER (TOPS 18

WASHINGTON (aAP)-DEF

E S
TES

; | : ‘i jLz

TARY DESIGNATE JAMES R, SCHLESINGER

NS CRE
SAID TODAY THE UNITED STATE MAX_ﬁﬁﬁlNﬂﬁﬂlﬂﬁlﬂﬁmﬂQmEFIRQQBSnERQﬁ

SURQPE I A YE

AUT HE CAUTIONED THE;

AR OR_Ti0.

E_CAN 2E N0 cul

S r—m— L

ggmm;tﬂﬁﬂISmTO“THEfNﬁﬁfH"ﬁTLAHTIC‘TREATY CRGA

THE SOVIET UNIDN
SOIL,, e

AGREES TO REDUCE ITS FORCES

SCHLESINGER TESTIFIZD SLFORE THE SENATE AR
WHICH IS EXPECTED TO APPROVE HIS NOMINATION A

¥ITHOQUT DELAY.

GENERALLY, SCHLESINGER DEFEWNDED CURRENT L&

SPENDING AND WARNED THE UNITED STATES MmysT 3E

WITH STRENGTH POTENTIAL "ADVERTURESOMENESS™ d
OF THE 329,000 AMERICAYN. TROOPS STATIONED |
SAID, "THMEY ARE NOT JUST THERE T2 sHoy THE FLag ™

SCHLESINGER SAID Ni®

Bes Sy

TR00PS HOME

BACKS IN AMERICAWN

IR,

NIZATIOH UNTIL
CURRENILY OV EUROPEAN

MED SERVICES COMMITTEE
S DEFENSE CHIEF |

VELS OF DEFENSE
PREPARED TO ANSyER

Y THE SOVIETS,

N EURCPE, SCHLESINGER

LL SIUDYﬂlﬁﬁmﬁgiil&i&lil;gﬂ;éﬂiﬁgINQ;§QEE

AND EASY RET(

ASKED ABOUT WHETYER
SCHLESINGER SAID, "1 ca
A DANGER OF THE voLy
PERSONNEL CQSTIS IN THE
NUN3ER OF DOLLARS AvATL
COULD DROP TYE UNITES <

CZ1245PED 6/18

74

URY 17 A TARSA. PACT ATTACK SEEMS

— e

AND LEAVING THEIR EQUIPEENT SEAINT T O_PERNIT A QUICK

LIXELY,

Jo IHINXS THE VOLUNTEZR ARMY WILL WORK,

NOT GUARANTEE IT wWILL

BE SUCCESSFUL "

NTEER ARNMY, SCHLESINGER SAID, IS THAT -
PLNTAGON 3UDGET mMay SHARPLY REDUCE THE

A3LEZ FOR WEAPOﬂS-DEVELOPMEHI. HE SAID THaT
IATES 3EYIND THE SOVIET UNIOWN IN THE
DIVELOPMENT OF SIRATEGIC WEAPONS, : ‘

-
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